164                                   TO THE STUDENTS

Tamil saying has always remained in my memory and it means,
God is the Help of the helpless. If you would ask Him to help
you, you would go to Him in all your nakedness, approach Him
without reservation, also without fear or doubts as to how He
can help a fallen being like you. He who has helped millions,
who have approached Him, is He going to desert you? He
makes no exceptions whatsoever and you will find that every
one of your prayers will be answered. The prayer of even the
most impure will be answered. I am telling this out oi my
personal experience. I have gone through the purgatory. Seek
first the Kingdom of Heaven and everything will be added unto
you. Do not go to your books or to your teachers with impure
hearts. Go with the purest hearts and you will get from them
what you want. If you want to become patriots, real patriots
and protectors of the weak, espousers of the cause of the poor
and the oppressed to whom the education you get is not avail-
able, if you want to become guardians of the purity of every
girl and woman in Burma, purify your hearts first. If you
approach your mission in life in that spirit all will be well.
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"I am not prepared/' Gandhiji proceeded, "to hear this
confession of incapacity from students. All your scholarship, all
your study of Shakespeare and Wordsworth would be vain if at
the same time you do not build your character, and attain mas-
tery over your thoughts and actions. When you have attained
self-mastery and learnt to control your passions you will not
utter notes of despair. You cannot give your hearts and profess
poverty of action. To give one's heart is to give all. You must,
to start with, have hearts to give. And this you can do if you
will cultivate them.

" But what is it instead that we find today ? The students
to,the U,P. today get married, not under compulsion from the
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